~ZXITh, or~ATIH?

Two ways of asking the same thing. For now, just get a feel for the difference — you do not have to produce it yet.

PART A

The two pictures

Ov‘ci ‘ A N 0;;5 'm o
RATIC ITEETH% RITIC T ATT D%
Out in the street. She has noticed
something, and her question is a
response to it.

R

In class. EfR# is on the board, so
travel is on everyone's mind — but
nothing points at you.

~FX 9 N opens a subject. ~ATI H responds to something
you have just noticed.

A shared topic is not a trigger. It sounds curious, not accusing.

1 - What makes the difference
I Eh =
ES LT BRI EIATI DY

What brought you to Japan? — asking out of curiosity.

A very common, friendly question. Said stone cold to a stranger it may
border on an interrogation — but that is timing, not grammar.

2 - Plain form + ATY

verb  FEET T<ATT
fTEERATLL AEM > AT
Wadj L LWET ELWATYE
EL<Bh-1TE LU BA>TATT
f-adi BTY B ATY
BLesEtATLE BUoBI>ATT
noun STy SR A TS

BECPHDFEATUE ZEU v STCATY
The only trap: after a noun or %x-adjective, 7= becomes 7%x. Written = D
TY. Casual = AT.

Something caught your eye — so you ask
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ZFOTIvY, ECTE>RATITI

The arrow follows her eyes to the thing she

noticed.
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Rk EBATT
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He saw the pot, so he asks about it.

3 - Question word + ATYH

S ZO TV, ETT EolATT D = 10083 7T,
) R AEBATIDY 5 HL—57XTT,

C WD FLATID, > FBTT.

The question takes A C9 H* because it responds to what you can see.

The answer does not need it.

4.E50LT+ ATID > reason + ATTY

The ending gives the answer an explanatory tone — this is the reason.
English has no ending for that, so [that's why] stands in for it below.
{

Te
ES LT BRBVWATI D,
fc
------ BRI BNATT,
| don't feel like eating today... [that's why.]

\
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25 0LT BT

------ T B> AT,

There was an accident... [that's why.]

\

A reason in one word: I HE A, B LI-lE REHATT, = &Lkl
KB HBATT,

O bz Uik EETT,

Giving a reason is the one job A9 does. A self-introduction is not

X bz Uik EBR AT,

a reason for anything, so it never takes it.

5. Answering T&ES UATT Hou
ES ULIeATI D,

> BwA BV AT,

s @ [BW] AT,

D GHH [BU] ATY,

IR HRVATY,

E35 LT and €5 U7z almost always take A T9 H — you are asking for

an explanation, so you use the explaining ending.

WD T ATTh

She noticed the boxes the moment she walked in.
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Say your situation. Then stop. The other person takes it from there — and this one is worth using straight away. PART B
1. Say the situation, then stop 3. Why lF &, not B
%‘U?E = meaning. Your textbook prints /Y. Both are correct. This page still says |+ & for
speaking.
(
...... LiEWATTIFE

Two clear syllables. Nothing else it could be.

2
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B DA D E Ao THEFA. BHEN bHSHE | LeWAT A

- . R e '
On your own — nobody is listening. |\ j, g |F & eeeeee A soft trailing 7¥is heard as 7' > F#IL/=L)VA T ? Whose wish
Just states a fact. o

You go to someone — and they are is it?

listening. Aimed at a person, and \

waits. Nothing rude happens — h' just costs the listener a beat. /' belongs to
The difference is whether there is anyone on the other end. An writing and announcements; | & is what people say. Casual = AT E.

unfinished ~ATY (F & is the polite form — finishing it puts the

. 4 - The rest of the sentence
demand into words.

2 - Stop, and watch what happens Only two situations call for finishing it: ® nothing came
AhBES o B A0 back, or ® you must be unmistakable — a time, a number,
%Ej — KA ” CRALFED, something they could never guess.
BRUWATT FE
o _WB & tonn -
o > $2 71 ATMAS request e H5—E RALT HEIFEAD
BBUEWATTIFE - HHDEIT LK, advice  eee.. ESLEDS LWWTTHY,
LhZS HE N
?)l/’f 9:7_/\_ I\‘(_-—- a4 %@{EE% EL(: """ permission «..... ﬁ'FEI;"DT:E) \I\\I\T\\g-h\o
s — 1\ S S
TElehATIE There are politer and blunter versions of each — but that is a later
] A » lesson. For now, the front half is the thing to practise.
%ﬁﬁ%’\: \ > iFCHTTIMN? '
EWZWATI I E - 5 . Bonus: four ready-made openers — optional
&> H &350 L&s .
*4 IE%(E‘C > 9\/1 ) For when you're ready to go a step further. Learn each line whole, as one
Ehop . & . fixed phrase — say it, stop, and the other person lets you keep going.
SMUIEWATT I F & FELILLEE L, o
P Bhok BEWLIEWTEDN HBBATTFE - a favour —

You never asked for anything. Not once. You stated your something I'd like to ask you to do

situation and stopped — and every time, they supplied the S Brod ?Sélﬁ% LW ER BBATTFE a question —

rest. something I'd like to ask you

Bhb< %BE,A, - » » . %)/‘;,‘i

Two more replies: &5 L% L7zh. =goon, say therest. / GLE) / > By &k SHELEWIEN HBATTIFE advice — 159
[FW? =it didn't land — now finish it yourself. & = to consult, to talk over

&3

> Bgok& :‘géébﬁ:b\:ttﬂ HBALTIIFE to report — #§

<<
&9 3 = to let someone know

> &Ly ?ENJ"C“L/ & 5, - and only then do you say what it is about.

You stated your situation — and they took it from there
. . . -
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‘ &% BBELEVATTHE LA FF/— i RBEE FEN VAT
gﬁbb\/u'f“?b‘ Eeeenne To a friend FEEVWATTFE At a counter
In a shop In the street
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